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§458.1 General.

The term LMRDA means the Labor-
Management Reporting and Disclosure
Act of 1959, as amended (29 U.S.C. 401 et
seq.). Unless otherwise provided in this
part or in the CSRA or FSA, any term
in any section of the LMRDA which is
incorporated into this part by ref-
erence, and any term in this part which
is also used in the LMRDA, shall have
the meaning which that term has
under the LMRDA, unless the context
in which it is used indicates that such
meaning is not applicable. In applying
the standards contained in this subpart
the Director will be guided by the in-
terpretations and policies followed by
the Department of Labor in applying
the provisions of the LMRDA and by
applicable court decisions.

[45 FR 15158, Mar. 7, 1980. Redesignated at 50
FR 31311, Aug. 1, 1985, as amended at 78 FR
8026, Feb. 5, 2013]

§458.2 Bill of rights of members of
labor organizations.

(a)(1) Equal rights. Every member of a
labor organization shall have equal
rights and privileges within such orga-
nization to nominate candidates, to
vote in elections or referendums of the
labor organization, to attend member-
ship meetings and to participate in the
deliberations and voting upon the busi-
ness of such meetings, subject to rea-
sonable rules and regulations in such
organization’s constitution and bylaws.

(2) Freedom of speech and assembly.
Every member of any labor organiza-
tion shall have the right to meet and
assemble freely with other members;
and to express any views, arguments or
opinions; and to express at meetings of
the labor organization his views upon
candidates in an election of the labor
organization or upon any business
properly before the meeting, subject to
the organization’s established and rea-
sonable rules pertaining to the conduct
of meetings: Provided, That nothing
herein shall be construed to impair the
right of a labor organization to adopt
and enforce reasonable rules as to the
responsibility of every member toward
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the organization as an institution and
to his refraining from conduct that
would interfere with its performance of
its legal or contractual obligations.

(3) Dues, initiation fees, and assess-
ments. Except in the case of a federa-
tion of national or international labor
organizations, the rates of dues and
initiation fees payable by members of
any labor organization in effect on the
date this section is published shall not
be increased, and no general or special
assessment shall be levied upon such
members, except:

(i) In the case of a local organization,
(A) by majority vote by secret ballot of
the members in good standing voting
at a general or special membership
meeting, after reasonable notice of the
intention to vote upon such question,
or (B) by majority vote of the members
in good standing voting in a member-
ship referendum conducted by secret
ballot; or

(ii) In the case of a labor organiza-
tion, other than a local labor organiza-
tion or a federation of national or
international labor organizations, (A)
by majority vote of the delegates vot-
ing at a regular convention, or at a
special convention of such labor orga-
nization held upon not less than 30
days written notice to the principal of-
fice of each local or constituent labor
organization entitled to such notice, or
(B) by majority vote of the members in
good standing of such labor organiza-
tion voting in a membership ref-
erendum conducted by secret ballot, or
(C) by majority vote of the members of
the executive board or similar gov-
erning body of such labor organization,
pursuant to express authority con-
tained in the constitution and bylaws
of such labor organization: Provided,
That such action on the part of the ex-
ecutive board or similar governing
body shall be effective only until the
next regular convention of such labor
organization.

(4) Protection of the right to sue. No
labor organization shall limit the right
of any member thereof to institute an
action in any court, or in a proceeding
before any administrative agency, irre-
spective of whether or not the labor or-
ganization or its officers are named as
defendants or respondents in such ac-
tion or proceedings, or the right of any
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